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AN 


ANSWER, &c. 


SIR, 


* deep reſearch into the muy caſh books 
of that city, in which you had lately the ho. 
nour to reſide as a magiſtrate, does credit to 
the myſterious character of your pen, and to 


the /oundneſs of your underſtanding. | I ap- 


prove of the fpirit with which you have 
come forward to the public: an eager defire 
for the proſperity of the capital of Scotland 
could have been your only motive. Pride, 
ambition, avarice, or the more eontemptible 


paſſions of revenge and rancour of diſap- 


pointment, can never be attributed to the in- 

dependent mind of Thomas Smith, Eſq. 
An apology for the integrity of 'your con- 
duct, when no apology was required; a vin- 
dieftion 


(46 


dication from conſpiring in a plot, when no 
plot was ever heard of; are ſufficient proofs, 
both of the innocence of your intrigues, and 
the fincerity of your intentions. — Tour 
friendſhip for the political intereſt of Mr 
Dundas, was conſpicuouſly ſhown by the 
lively concern you took in expoſing to public 
view a private correſpondence from that 
Right Honourable Gentleman, which con- 
rained a fingle grammatical error, moſt pro- 
bably occaſioned by the inaccuracy of his ſe- 
cretary, Seizing upon that accidental miſtake, 
jn order to diſplay your own literary merit, 
you attracted the public attention by a print- 
ed letter, which received its only weight, or 
conſideration, by being a reply to the reſpec- 
table and worthy repreſentative of the city 
of Edinburgh. But, Sir, this is deviating 
from the queſtion. I will not contend with 
you in point of compoſition : tropes and fi- 
gures of rhetoric form as little the province 
of an active magiſtrate, as equity and juſtice 
the ſtudy of a politician. 

With reſpect to the perſons to be brovght 
into council, you aſſert they were correct in 
their political principles, and firmly attached 
ro. the intereſt of Mr Dundas. This, Sir, in 
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other words, is only playing with the hon- 
eſty of the public, and inſulting their under- 
ſtanding. It is entirely unneceſſary to conde- 
ſcend upon names; as it is well known more 
than one of the intended counſellors were bal- 
loted from that crezo who aſſembled a few years 
ſince for the avowed purpoſe of expelling his 
Majeſty's miniſters, and, for aught I know, to 
overturn the government of Great Britain. 
It has been ſaid that M*Leod himſelf even 
bluſhed in their company, and the Honoura- 
ble the late Dean of Faculty ſmiled at their 
inſignificance t. Theſe were the men deſigned 
by you, and the friends with whom you 
ated, to give Edinburgh a repreſentative 
in Parliament, and to interpret her city laws. 
—[ by no means am of opinion, that Mr 
Dundas, as a miniſter, is entirely free from 
faults ; few ſtateſmen are; bur, in his private 
capacity, he poſſeſſes every great and good 
qualification : and now that the Rockingham 
party * is extinct, he and his friends are the 

only 


+ Thoſe gentlemen, however, I am inclined to believe, 
never connected themſelves with this aſſociation : their 
principles are better. | 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that I mean, by the Rockin- 

gham 


1 
only perſons we have to look up to, for tlie 
preſervation of our glorious conſtitution, our 
rights, and our liberties. 

Lou attempt to throw a ſlur upon the rela. 
tions of Mr Dundas, by baſely inſinuating 
that they canvaſſed the Council over and o- 
ver, and difengaged the members from. their 
honourable obligations, But I ſhould be 
glad to know who the perſon was that 
teaſed, for days together, the feelings of your 
bookſeller, and diſpatched Meſſrs. Walter 
Wood, Gregory, and Paterſon, repeatedly 
down to Mr Hart at Pirneyfield ? What was 
the intention of diſturbing fo often that little 
joyful gentleman in his rural retreat? Did 
this artful mover, who remained behirid the 
curtain, imagine the minds of Mr. Hill and 
Mr Hart were compoſed of the fame plaſtic 
matter as his own ; and that honeſty and 

. gratitude 


gham party, Meſſrs. Fox, Gray and Sheridan. The con- 
ſtitutional principles of the original Rockingham party are 
ſuch as every Briton ought to' ſupport. They are expreſsly 
laid down 1 in the "writings of Junius, Gilbert Stuart, Ed- 
munde Bu rke, and John Wilde. It is a remarkable, though 
unknown fact, and much to the honour of the capital of 
Scotland, that the two firſt of theſe conſtitutional writers, 
viz. — and Stuart, were one and the ſame perſon. 
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gratitude were regulated by the ſame laws ag 
the politics of intriguing ſtateſmen. 

It would be an irkſome and a painful taſk 
to enumerate the ſeveral aſſertions which 
diſappointed ambition, and -reſentment for 
defeated hopes, appear to have prompted you 
to give to the Public, in your courteous in- 
troduction ro the City of Edinburgh's Fi- 
nances. Colonel Crichton, I ſuſpect, can 
prove your known ſincerity, David Lindſay 
the ingenuity of your invention, and Cham- 
berlain Hay your e — the beſt of 
ſecurities. 


But I come now to a RAR more impor- 


tant ſubject, a buſineſs that deſerves the at- 
tention of every well-wiſher to his country, 
viz. the ſtate of the debr, the reyenue, and 
the expenditure of the capital of Scotland ; 
and doing this I ſhall take the liberty, Mr 
Smith, of ſtating your own queſtions, only 
with a different reply. 


V, Is the city's revenue rendered as ef- 
ficient and productive, as it might be by 
good and proper management? I anſwer it 
always was, as will appear from the ſtate- 
ments here given, until Sir James Stirling was 

Lord 
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1 
Lord Provoſt, and Smith, Hall, and others 


Bailies. 


2d, Is the city's expenditure rendered as 
ſmall, and conducted with as much economy 
as it might be? I anſwer it was, until the 
diſputes and cabals of certain council mem- 
bers occaſioned the contrary. 


34. What is the amount of the city's ſtock, 
and whether is it ſtationary, on the advance, 
or on the decline ? Your own ſtatement, Sir, 
I ſhall entirely follow; and after correcting a 
few errors, which, perhaps your anxiety for 
a reform may have occaſioned, I hope to 
prove that the capital of Edinburgh is on the 
advance and not on the decline. But to do 
the labour of your calculations all juſtice, I 
ſhall give them the preference of being placed 
before mine, which are alſo extracted from 
the Council Books, though, perhaps, not in 
the ſame ingenious manner: The public will 
then judge for themſelves, and thoſe whom 
curioſity ſhall urge, may conſult the original 
ſource. 


Mr 
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Mr Smith's ſtate of the ſums owing by the 
city of Edinburgh at Martinmas 1798. 


Owing by bond, applied to different public purpoſes, for 
which the ale duty is appropriated, ULy3,000 © o 


On bond, and promiſſory notes granted by 
the Chamberlain, payable on demand, 
Due to bankers, on various accounts, ex- 


cluſive of intereſt, - 
Life annuities applicable to 
the proper revenue, L.2422 12 6 
Leith harbour, - 928 19 2 
| L.3351 11 8 


I have been unable to come at the princi- 
pal ſums which have been received by 
the city for theſe annuities; I know of 

no account of them any where, except 

in a private book belonging to Mr Gray; 
but the debt thereby contracted cannot 
be reckoned at leſs than "IO 

Due to the collectors of the ceſs on ac- 
count of the City Guard, 

Due to agents before the courts of law, 
&c. nearly - 2 

Due on Leith Harbour, n : 0 

With other articles which I cannot enu- 

- merate, 


28,120 12 1 


22,636 0 9 


But the above amounts to L.160,828 I2 10 


B 
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State of the real ſums owing by the City of 


Edinburgh at Martinmas 1798. 


Owing by bonds applied t odifferent pur- 

poſes, - L.59500 © © 
On bonds and promiſſory notes granted by 

the Chamberlain, and payable on de- 


mand, - 20,693 1 © 
The ſums to Bankers including intereſt on- | 
ly amount to - 19000 0 © 
The debt contracted by annuities, 31430 © © 
Due to the Collectors of the ceſs on account 
of the City Guard, . 2300 © © 
The ſums due to Law Agents don't exceed 
"IO - 1300 © © 
Due on Leith harbour, . 1 0 
L. 136445 1 © 


The difference of theſe two ſtatements is 
therefore 24,3831. 118. 10d, This ſum alone, 
Sir, would make a tolerable fund, it would 
prevent many a lame duck from ſinking. 


Mr Smith's ſtatement of the City's expen- 
diture from Martinmas 1797 to Martinmas 


1798. 
Miniſters ſtipends, precentors, and ſchool- 

maſters ſalaries, - - L. 3362 14 2+ 
Annual ſalaries to Lord Provoſt, clerks, 

ſervants, &c. — 3215 10 122 
Charitable purpoſes (the leaſt conſpicuons 

article of the whole ), - 459 17 5 
Land, ceſs, and feu duties, — 1219 17 10 
College of Juſtice, . 798 17 8 
Warranted by acts of Council, 1358 5 871 


Tradeſmen's 


( 1 ) 


Tradeſmen's accounts, chargeable on pro- 


per revenue, - 1045 3 864 
Diſburſements for public works, on ac- 
count of the ale duty, - 808 6 4% | 
Cleaning the ſtreets, 3 [+ 1 
Payments on account oſ the extended 
royalty, cauſewaying, &c. - 3010 18 10 
Liferent annuities (excluſive of 9281. 198. 
1 d. ſecured on Leith harbour) 2423 12 67 
Lawnmarket communication, 600 6 642 
Preſerving the public peace, - 136 15 © 
Principal and intereſt of borrowed money 
(principal 45651.) - 5853 16 5 U 
Incidental payments, including property 
purchaſed in the Luckenbooths, 3244 29 
Water road to Leith, - 04 13 £2 
New ſupply of water - 974 19 10 | 
| | 
h | I. 29138 17 2 
Deſicient on College, Dean of Guild, and | 
Leith harbour revenues, - 1602 19 5 
5 2 ; L. 30741 16 7 
Deduct, paid of borrowed money, 4565 © © 
Total expenditure, including 3cool. paid 
for houſes, &c. in Luckenbooths, which 
if deduced, would leave 23, 1761. 16s. 
7d for the ordinary and regular expen- 
diture of the City, - L. 26176 16 7 


Real 
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Real ſtatement of the City's expenditure 
from Martinmaſs 1797 to Martinmas 1798. 


Miniſters ſtipends, &c. IL. 31213 $ © 
Salaries of the Lord Provoſt, Clerks, &c. 2345 0 © 
Charitable purpoſes, - goo © © 
Land, ceſs, and feu duties, — 1297 13 4 
College of Juſtice, Sucks  * 3 10 © 
Warranted by acts of Council, 920 8 3 
Tradeſmen's accounts, ce. 833 0 0 
Diſburſements for Public works, on ac- 
count of the ale duty, - 759 © © 
Cleaning the ſtreets, 8 320 © © 
Payments on account of the extended roy- 
alty, &c. | - 2130 9 © 
Liferent annuities 2 2422 12 6 
Lawnmarket communication 439 5 © 
Preſerving the public peace, - "0 0 OA 
The intereſt upon 60,0001 of borrowed 
money, as the ale duty is ſufficiently ad- 
equate for the remainder, viz. 7644 fl. 1d. 3000 0 © 
Incidental payments, &e. - 2940 © 0 
Water road to Leith, - 42 3 © 
New ſupply of water, - 563 0 0 
| L. 2190 6 27, 
The deficiency on College, Dean of Guild, 
and Leith harbour revenues cannot ex- | 
ceed, Þ R 1100 0 © 
| a e 6 Io 
Dedud paid of borrowed money, 4565 © © 
Total expenditure, . L. 18436 6 17 
Mr 


Sb 
Mr Smith's ſtatement of the City revenue 
from Martinmas 1797, to Martinmas 1798. 


Annuity, ſeat rents, multures, and aſſeſſ- 


ments, - L. 4651 18 722 
Sets by roup, including ſhore dues, 5060 5 5 
Water duty, « 1043 11 © 
Tack duty of dung, - 453 9 © ; 
Vaſſals compoſitions, - 223 16 1 
Feu duties in Extended Royalty, 1845 4 3h 
Ditto in Ancient Royalty, 8 6 1 5 
Tack duties in ditto, - 1112 1 5 
Feu duties of mills, 8 211 14 4 
Ditto in Leith, Canongate, and Portſburgh, 67 3 14 

Incidental articles of revenue, . 591 4 Gr, 


Total ordinary revenue, - U.. 15926 3 6e 
To pay 23,1761. 168. 7d. of ordinary ex- 
penditure, being a deficieney of above 
Joool. per annum. 
We received in ſaid year for lots of grou: 4 
ſold in York Place, L.4442 19 1 
Lawnmarket communication, 43 13 6 
Intereſt of money lent the 
ale duty, - 1000 © © 5486 13 5" 


L. 21412 16 1127 


Real ſtate of the City's revenue from Mar- 
tinmas 1797 to Martinmas 1798. | 
Annuity, ſeat rents, &c. "7 L. 6420 7 3 


Sets by roup including ſhore dues, 7300 10 0 
oY — Water 


5 


Water duty, 6 
Tack duty of dung, : 346. o © 
Vaſſals compoſitions, WW? 5 4 
Feu duties in Extended Royalty, 2100 © © 
Ditto in Ancient Royalty, - =. 
Tack duties in ditto, . 1347 9 108. 
Feu duties of mills, 211 13 © 
Ditto in Leith, Canongate, and Portſburgh, 67 3 114+ 
Incidental articles of revenue, - 1900 © © 
Total ordinary revenue, E L. 22252 14 „ 


Sums received for lots of ground, ſold in 

York Place that year, L. 4442 19 114 
Lawnmarket communication, 43 13 6 
Intereſt of money lent the 


ale duty, 1000 9 © 
e 5486 13 F 
Town's revenue in 1798, L. 27739 8 425. 
Town's expenditure in 1798, 18436 6 1, 


Balance in favour of the town L.93oz 2 27 


Is this, Sir, the melancholy fituation of the 
city's finances, which you with to repreſent ? 
An overplus of 9,303. 28. 2d per annum, in 
not a long period, would of itſelf, without 
any ſtock at all, have paid off the preſent 
debt; but the capitat of Edinburgh happily 
is ſuperior to their debt; and their only in- 


tention of borrowing money, as you muſt 
well 


( 


well know, is only to improve the principal, 
in the ſame manner as an honeſt banker in- 
creaſes his fortune. 

You have condeſcended to give an expla- 
nation of the word honourable as applied to 
the friends of Mr Dundas; and the explana- 
tion you have given, I muſt confeſs, does by 
no means diſgrace thoſe ſentiments which I 
entertain of your character. But having per- 
formed the duty incumbent upon every old 
Magiſtrate, I ſhall only make a few obſerva- 
tions and then take my leave of you for ever. 
You have much to anſwer for, not only by 
attempting to deceive the public, but by ex- 
poſing the preſent Lord Provoſt to politi- 
cal diſquiet in the midſt of family calamities. 
| Your hiſtory began to be important only at 
that period when you was employed by a 
well known mercantile houſe to arrange the 
ſtate of their affairs, It was an honourable 
office, and executed with all that ingenuity 
which was expected. Their buſineſs required 
a perſon who had an ingenious turn for the 
deepeſt calculations, and they found this man 
in Thomas. Smith, Ee. Had you reſted here, 
and had not ambition carried you farther, 
you would not now. have ſuffered the diſ- 
grace of a mortifying defeat, which has made 
you ridiculous and contemptible even to 


your 
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your friends. The unſuſpecting mind of Sir 
James Stirling is ſaid to have taken the alarm 
at your late conduct. He ſaw and felt the 
feelings of the public every time he entered 
the Royal Exchange; and moſt certainly at 


that moment when he met Convener Ranken 


at the Croſs he meant to have reſiſted, had 
not his own private diſtreſſes — his 
mind from embracing a determination * 
would have done him honour. 

To recruit your ſpirits, and to purify your 
blood from the noxious qualities of French 
wine, I underſtand you mean to take the wa- 
ters of Harrowgate. I ſhould however re- 
commend thoſe of Buxton in preference; they 
flow from the Devil's Peak in Derbyſhire, 
and are better qualified to remedy thoſe diſ- 
eaſes with which you are afflicted. I ſincere- 
ty wiſh they may have the happy effect; and 


that this ſhort anfwer to your late well told 
Council ſpeech may be a profitable inſtruction 


for your future life. 1 hope it will teach you 
prudence enough not to attract the notice of 
the public to a perſon, who (unleſs for the 


reſpectable office he lately held) would have 
paſſed without obſe 4 en. ba | 


AN OLD MAGISTRATE. 


c. STEWART & co. Foregers Wynd. 


